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Auto 64 is a 1:32 scale, slot car rally, 
recreating, in miniature, the golden age 
of British rallying, particularly the 1960s 
and 1970s. 

It's based on the R.A.C. Rally which 
travelled thousands of miles across the 
length and breadth of Britain. More 
specifically, it's based on the moors, 
forest tracks and country houses of 
North Yorkshire, to the north of the A64 
between Leeds, York, and Scarborough.
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The biting wind, the driving rain, the mud 
and the snow, well you can forget all of 
that, this is one rally where everyone 
stays dry and warm.

70s style flares and sideburns are 
optional, but knowing your Escort from 
your Stratos, or your Munari from your 
Carlsson, is compulsory.

So here's our guide to the cars, drivers 
and tracks of the Auto 64 slot rally.
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Erik Carlsson's Saab 96, winner of 
the 1961 RAC Rally



Erik “on the roof” Carlsson won the RAC rally 
three times consecutively in 1960, 61 & 62, 
each time driving a Saab 96. The Saab was 
still competing successfully in the RAC rally 
well into the 1970s, with Stig Blomqvist 
winning in 71 and finishing 2nd in 72 and 74.

Saab 96

1961
1



Morris Mini Cooper
Small, but perfectly formed, the Mini burst 
on to the rallying scene in the early 1960s, 
and with its nippy handling it was soon 
successful. In 1964 Paddy Hopkirk won the 
Monte Carlo Rally with Henry Liddon, and in 
65 Rauno Aaltonen won the RAC Rally.1964
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Paddy Hopkirk's Mini Cooper, winner 
of the 1964 Monte Carlo rally



Ove Andersson's Alpine A-110 
which won the Monte Carlo rally 
in 1971



“Few cars command your attention quite like 
this rallying deity, and for good reason..... 
the A110 became a rallying icon following 
the 1-2-3 finish on the ’73 Monte Carlo 
classic.”

Richard Heseltine

Alpine A-110

1971
1



Timo Mäkinen was one of the original "Flying 
Finns" of motor rallying. He is most famous 
for his hat-trick of wins in the RAC Rally, in 
1973, 74 & 75, with Henry Liddon as co-
driver. The Mk1 Escort also scored a hat 
trick of wins in 72, 73 and 74.

Ford Escort RS1600

1973
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Timo Mäkinen's 
1973, RAC winning 
Ford Escort



Roger Clark's 1973 
Escort RS1600



Roger Clark's historic and famous win in the 
1972 RAC rally was followed by a solid 2nd in 
1973, and was part of a dominant 1-2-3 
finish for the Ford Escort RS1600, in the 
inaugural season of the the World Rally 
Chamionship.

Ford Escort RS1600

1973
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Probably not the best rally car in the world, 
the BMW 2002 was still an iconic car and 
established the company as a top end 
manufacturer of sports saloons. Björn 
Waldegård's 2002 finished 7th in the 1973 
RAC rally in spite of arguing with a tree.

BMW 2002

1973
x



Wolfgang Stiller's BMW 2002 did 
not finish the 1973 Monte Carlo 

rally, due to the route being 
blocked.



Timo Mäkinen's 1975 RAC rally 
winning MkII Escort



Mäkinen won a  third consecutive RAC Rally 
in 1975, finishing ahead of Roger Clark. His 
car, LAR 801P was last seen competing in 
the 2009 Roger Albert Clark historic rally, 
tearing round the wooded slopes of Oliver's 
Mount for only the second time in 34 years.

Ford Escort MkII RS1800

1975
1





Oliver's Mount, Scarborough

Oliver's Mount was used as a stage in the RAC Rallies of 1975, 78, 
82 and 85. It was used again in the Roger Albert Clark Rallies of 
2008 and 2009. 





Track File
Oliver's Mount, 
Scarborough

Lap Length 22m, or 
44m in rally mode

Area 8.1m x 2.1m

Can be used as a 
two lane racing 
track, or as a single 
lane rally stage.









Track File
Croft,
Dalton-on-Tees

Lap Length 18m, or 
36m in rally mode

Area 5.6 x 4.1m

Used in the RAC 
Rally in 1974, 75 
and 82



So you're probably wondering what was so good about 60s and 
70s rallying? Why concentrate on this particular period?

Well, first of all, it spans a golden era of two wheel drive cars 
tearing round the forest tracks of Great Britain. The forest tracks 
which were opened to rallying in 1959, changed the nature of the 
RAC Rally, making it a faster and more exciting spectacle for 
spectators. It was a period where rallying changed from being an 
amateur pastime to being a fully professional sport, and where the 
cars went from privately entered, virtually standard production 
machines, to fully supported works teams, pushing at the edge of 
homologation rules.



In the 70s the RAC Rally was big, it gripped the nation, it was 
reported on the evening news and it was a genuine endurance 
event. The 1973 RAC had more than three times the number of 
entries and covered more than twice the distance of the modern 
Rally GB. More teams entered, more people watched and the rally 
travelled the length and breadth of the country.

And perhaps more importantly, certainly to me, is that I watched 
some of the 70s rally stages in Dalby Forest, on Olivers Mount or 
Langdale, and somehow those teenage memories have stuck with 
me. I could have created any number of tracks from any period in 
history, but I chose this because it's special, to me. 
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Track File
Harewood Hill,
Leeds

Lap Length 23m, or 
46m in rally mode

Area 7.2 x 3.9m

Real RAC stage 
using the competitors 
access road to 
make a complete 
circuit.



In 1976 Roger Clark won the RAC Rally and, 
with Hannu Mikkola and Bjorn Waldegard 
spearheaded the official Ford team’s 
international charge over the course of the 
next few years, as the Escort proved itself to 
be one of the best cars in world rallying.

Ford Escort MkII RS1800

1976
1



Roger Clark's famous Cossack 
sponsored, 1976 RAC Rally winning 
Escort RS1800



1977 Lancia Stratos, driven by Sandro Munari on his, 
and the Stratos' third successive victory in the Monte 
Carlo rally.



The Stratos was the world's first purpose 
built rally car. Lancia wanted to scare other 
teams away from rallying, and to some 
extent they succeeded, winning the WRC in 
1974, 75, and 76. However, the Stratos 
never did win the RAC rally.

Lancia Stratos

1977
1



Ford Escorts won the RAC Rally every year 
from 1972 through to 1979. Even the mighty 
Stratos could not break the Escort's 
dominance. In 77 Björn Waldegård, an ex 
Lancia driver, won the RAC rally in a Ford 
Escort RS1800.

Ford Escort MkII RS1800

1977
1



Bjorn Waldegard, winning the 1977 RAC rally 
in an Escort Mk2 RS1800



Roger Clark finished 4th in the 1977 RAC Rally, driving a  MkII Escort.



“Roger Clark, a legendary character in the 
world of rallying, was Britain's most 
successful driver in the 1960s and 1970s. 
Many think him the best of all time.”

Graham Robson, The Independent

Ford Escort MkII RS1800

1977
4



In 1979 the Ford Escort Mk2 was dominant, 
with Hannu Mikkola winning the RAC Rally 
for the second year running, and Björn 
Waldegård winning the first Drivers' World  
Championship by a single point from  
Mikkola in second place.

Ford Escort MkII RS1800

1979
1



Hannu Mikkola, winning 
the 1979 RAC in a Mk2 
Escort RS1800.



Jean Luc Thérier's 1981 Porsche 911SC, 
winner of the Tour de Corse 



The “king of improvisation” Jean Luc Thérier 
drove this Porsche 911SC to victory on the 
1980 Tour de Corse, the rally of 10,000 
corners, breaking Bernard Darniche's 
stranglehold on the French event, if only for 
one year.  

Porsche 911 SC

1980
1



Henri Toivonen's Talbot Sunbeam was the 
last two wheel drive car to win the RAC Rally 
and as such, marks the end of a golden era 
of sideways action. Sadly, Toivonen was 
killed whilst driving a Group B Lancia on the 
1986 Tour de Corse.

Talbot Sunbeam

1980
1



Henri Toivonen's Talbot Sunbeam, 
winner of the 1980 RAC Rally



Bernard Darniche's 1981 Tour 
de Corse win was the last 

major victory for the 
Lancia Stratos. 



“The most heterosexual car ever.”
Jeremy Clarkson

The Lancia Stratos won it's last major event 
in 1981, as four wheel drive cars became 
the norm.

Lancia Stratos

1981
1





Track File
Temple Newsam, Leeds 
Lap Length 51m - Area 15.5m x 5.0m
Roger Albert Clark stage with added loops









Track File
Whichwood House, 
Fictional Circuit

Lap Length 20m, or 
40m in rally mode

Area 3.5m x 2.5m

Space efficient 
track, which fits 
20m of track into a 
small footprint









Track File
Langdale Loop, 
Fictional Circuit 
based on real 
forest tracks, as 
used many times in 
the RAC Rally

Lap Length 18m or 
35m in rally mode

Area 7.7m x 2.2m





Track File
Rudding Park,
Harrogate

Lap Length 40m 

Area 7.6m x 5.3m

Real RAC course 
with added rally 
loops
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Track File
Monte Carlo 

In honour of Paddy 
Hopkirk's famous 
vistory in the 64 
Monte Carlo Rally. 

Lap Length 23m or 
46m in rally mode

Area 8.2m x 3.7m



Dave Woods, driving his Mk1 Transit van



Ford Transit MkI Bullnose
No RAC Rally would be complete without a 
Transit van. Whether it's a support vehicle 
for the works Ford teams, or being driven by 
a spectator, the Transit was the van of 
choice in the 1970s. 



So why end in 1981? Well the last two wheel drive car to win the 
RAC Rally was the Talbot Sunbeam in 1980, after that the four 
wheel drive cars took over. I've nothing against four wheel drive as 
such, but the style of rallying changed. The extravagant, sideways, 
tail out action typified by Roger Clark and loved by the crowds, 
was gradually dropped in favour of a neater, more precise style of 
driving. 

The 80's also saw a transition towards all rally cars being 
supercars, out of the reach of ordinary people. The Lancia Stratos 
probably started this trend, but a decrease in homologation  
requirements allowed cars to became more and more specialised.



AUTO 64

Along with this increasing specialisation came increasing costs, 
making it more and more difficult for private entries to compete. 
The number and variety of entrants naturally dwindled.

At the same time the geographical scope of rallies was gradually 
decreased, making most events more of a rally sprint rather than 
an endurance event. The RAC Rally no longer travelled the length 
and breadth of the country, but was eventually confined just to 
Wales. 

I'm sure there was plenty of fantastic rallying after 1981, but I'll 
leave that for someone else to recreate.



Land Rover



Massey Ferguson



Ford Anglia





“...the FIA has destroyed rallying. Will people be waxing lyrical 
about the sights and sounds of the current WRC cars in years to 
come? I doubt it. 

It seems variety is a dirty word in all forms of motorsport these 
days, but isn't that what made motorsport in general and 
particularly rallying, great? David and Goliath battles, front 
engined Escorts, Fiats, Datsuns vs rear engined Alpines and 
Porsches vs front wheel drive Saabs etc. All capable of winning on 
the right day or event. Production cars being driven well beyond 
the limit any mere mortal was capable of. 

I'll leave you with this snippet, taken from Autosport forum



AUTO 64

I read an article in Motorsport magazine a couple of years ago 
where they compared the Monte Carlo rally of 1965? with the 
then current event. The 60s event had 350 odd entries, the 
current one 35, and the Monte Carlo Historic event 350! I guess 
its just how you define success I suppose... 

Remember when winning the Safari Rally really meant something 
to the general car buying public? What about the tension of the 
last night of the Monte Carlo Rally? 

Sorry for the rant but it just saddens me that the WRC has become 
a one make series doing rallysprints. Rallying has lost its soul.”





The Auto 64 slot car rally is brought to you 
by Scale X Racer, a slot car club in York, 
England.

For more information, please visit our 
website....

www.phantomdrum.co.uk/scalexracer

Thank You
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